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Construction seems to remain a theme for the
Hobbs Municipal School District.

Although many of the jobs are smaller in
comparison to last summer, there is still lots to
be done, according to HMS interim
Superintendent Cliff Burch.

Burch, who has been the HMS assistant
superintendent for operations for more than
two years, spent the 2002 summer at the helm
of the largest construction and renovation
push in the school’s history. But construction,
renovation and maintenance continue around
the district.

“It has been a three-year ride of intense proj-
ects,” Burch said. “We’re down to the smaller
items and other needs have surfaced since we
started this plan. Overall I am very pleased
with where we are in the process.”

The following projects are in the works:
Houston Junior High

• At Houston Junior High School a new gym is
due to be completed by early June. It will hold
700 people and house a new weight room and
locker room. The project will cost the district
$1.8 million. The district is using $1.3 million in
bond funds and the rest from mill levy money.

Watson Stadium 
• The district is using $235,000 of bond money

for renovations to Watson Stadium. The bath-
rooms are being gutted and brought up to com-
ply with the American With Disabilities Act.
More wheelchair seating is being added to both
the home and visitor sides of the stadium.
Hobbs High School Cafeteria 

• Bathrooms in the Hobbs High School cafete-
ria are also being renovated to be ADA accessi-
ble. The project called for the stage in the cafe-
teria to be lowered and shortened at both ends.
The cost to the district is $156,000 in bond
funds.
Building Trades Project 

• Construction on the building trades project
at Hobbs High School is due to be completed in
July. The project is late starting due to weather
delays, according to HMS director of special
projects Erich Francke. Bond and mill levy
funds totaling $442,000 are being used to com-
plete the project.
Tydings Auditorium 

• Renovations to Tydings Auditorium are
scheduled to be finished April 1, according to
Francke. The facility is getting a sound and
lighting upgrade, fresh paint and new carpet.

More than $1 million is
being spent on the project.
The Public School Facility
Authority of New Mexico is
tossing in $500,000 for the
project.

For many of the projects,
the cost has increased from
what had been first project-
ed due to an increase in the
cost of construction materi-
als.

“Overall, on every project
there was a price increase
on steel,” Francke said. “It
affected wiring and every-
thing.”

While the cost of steel has
caused problems in the
budget, the decrease in
change orders has helped
make up for some of the
cost increase, according to
Burch.

“Moving Erich to special
projects has really made a difference in the
amount of change orders and the down time on
the jobs,” Burch said.

Francke agrees that he has been able to “head
off ” delays by being available to answer ques-
tions more quickly and to “be on top of what is
happening.”

“We will always have projects as we want to
maintain the buildings and upgrade the older
structures,” Burch said. “I think we have facili-
ties that we can all be proud of and a lot of
that is due to the bond and mill levy funds.
Without those funds we won’t be able to do all
of this.”

Community Dental Services

Need financial
assistance for the
entire family?
We can help
based on your
income.
Call 393-4481,
Monday through
Friday.
Se Habla Espanol.

MEDICAID

Family Dental Center

316 W. Scharbauer in Hobbs
Now welcoming new patients!

Call and schedule an
appointment today!

393-4481With 30 years of experience, Dr. Farrell specializes in:
• nasal and sinus surgery
• adult and pediatric ear, nose, and throat diseases
• sleep apnea
•hearing loss; including hearing aids
• newborn and pediatric hearing evaluations

Board Certified Otolaryngologist
Fellow American College of Surgeons
Fellow American Rhinological Society
Fellow American Academy of Facial 

Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

We  would like to thank all
of the citizens of Lea County
and surrounding areas for
your continued support of
our medical practice.

ENT Associates of
Southeastern New Mexico,
LLC
Medical Arts Complex 
5914 N. Lovington Highway
Building 5, Suite 7
Hobbs, New Mexico  88240
505-392-0495

GEORGE J. FARRELL, III, MD, FACS

EAR • NOSE • THROAT
RECONSTRUCTIVE FACIAL PLASTIC SURGERY

Now offering PrevageTM a skin protectant
and Idebenone antioxidant treatment.

Sunday
March 20, 2005
News-Sun C4

Construction,
renovation, 
maintenance
projects 
show results

HOBBS
MUNICIPAL
SCHOOLS

The second floor of Tydings Auditorium is the
most completed part of the auditorium reno-
vation on the Hobbs High School campus.
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Budwine Service electrician Richard Ruiz vacuums all of the
dust created when he put the final touches on the sound sys-
tem panel in the newly renovated Tydings Auditorium on the
Hobbs High campus.


