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Sarah Callaway is learning to
fly an airplane — inside a
Hobbs High School classroom.
Using the latest equipment
complete with a simulated
cockpit, Callaway could some-
day use this knowledge to
become a pilot.

For Callaway and the other
students in Ron Haggerton’s
tech lab class, each computer
holds a different skill for them
to master.

“Tech 1 is modular,”
Haggerton said. “They have an
eight-day rotation on each
module.”

After testing on the module,
students are given two days to
work on a project related to the
lesson.

Callaway has made her way
through most of the modules,
which include computer
assisted drafting, video editing
and virtual reality. Her
favorite so far has been the vir-
tual makeover station.

“It was fun,” Callaway said.
“You can take people’s faces
and put girl hair on them.”

And while Callaway does not
have any career aspirations
based on the what she has
learned in the technology lab,
Isaac Espinoza sees the class
as fitting into his career
dreams.

“I am going to be an engineer,
and learning how to design
things like the professionals
do makes it easier than having
to learn it later,” he said.

According to Espinoza, he
enjoys the music module
because it allows him to
express his creativity.

“I am really into music,” he
said. “It is fun. You get to make
your own beats and hear them
played back through the com-
puter.”

Fellow student Justin
Roberts spent one class period
walking through the hallways
of a building on the virtual
reality machine.

Students working through
that module can build houses
or other buildings and then
walk through them — which is
what Espinoza likes about it.

“You put the headgear on,
and it is like you are walking
through your house or whatev-
er,” he said.

It is hard to imagine that less
than a decade ago, the tech lab
used to house the wood-shop
classes.

Now one of the main func-
tions of the pristine-looking
classroom that the whole
school and community gets to
see is the Eagle news, which
shows on cable Channel 15
and the closed circuit station
on the high school campus.

The news is the yearlong

project of the tech 2 class. The
students work with state-of-
the-art equipment that
includes a video room com-
plete with a green screen.

This current school year, the
second-year students are
learning digital video produc-
tion. Next year, Haggerton
hopes to add digital audio pro-

duction to the curriculum.
“My kids have done every-

thing from filming the presi-
dent coming to homecoming,
prom, graduation and all kinds
of things like that,” Haggerton
said. “That is what tech 2 is all
about.”

For the most part, Haggerton
says, the students who take his

technology courses do well
with the material.

“I have kids who could never
pass a math or an English
class, but they ace my class,”
Haggerton said. “It is because
it is hands on. They can see the
results of what they are
doing.”
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Lovington Municipal School

District has had several con-
struction, renovation and
improvement projects during
2004-05.

The district expended about
$1.4 million on those plans.

The largest ventures during
the year were the addition of
technology labs at Lovington
Junior High School and
Taylor Middle School, accord-
ing to information provided
by the district.

Crews were also installing
heating and cooling systems at
Jefferson Elementary School,
Gann Cafeteria and Taylor
Middle School.

The majority of the work at
Taylor was completed by July
1, but all the heating and cool-
ing jobs were not finished
until early August.

Some of the remodeling proj-
ects, which consisted of new
paint and tile work, were also
wrapped up in August. Those
projects were implemented at
Ben Alexander Elementary
School, Lea Elementary
School, Yarbro Elementary
School and Lovington High
School.

Lea Elementary School also
had a new parking lot surface
completed this year.

No additional information
was provided by LMS, and
requests for comments were
not returned to News-Sun
staff.

Lovington
construction
projects add
labs, heating
and cooling

Jessica Rodriguez
of Hobbs High
School practices
being a news
broadcaster in
the technology
lab while Isaac
Espinoza prac-
tices his camera
work. The Eagle 1
News on cable
Channel 15 is pro-
duced on campus.
MICHELLE A. FOX/NEWS-SUN

Tech lab students do it all


