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Construction primed for big future

806) 794-1492 . Casino, other commercial
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151996 $13,885,632

1993 $9.506,086
1994 $8,848,394
1995 $13,527.733

1997 $12,145,629
1998 $11,588.811
1999 $5,794,394
2000$8,008,538
2001 $20,030,890
2002 $14,320,008
2003 $26,361,267
2004 $42,840,514
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projects make 2004 stand out

RICHARD TROUT
NEWS-SUN

The first phase of the $45 million Zia Park
Race Track and Black Gold Casino is responsi-
ble for a mammoth year in Hobbs construction
that may go unrivaled for years to come.

Then again, there are still about four more
phases to go at the horse track and the first
phase — the casino and grandstands — was
only about $12.3 million.

In 2004, the total value of construction in
Hobbs was $42.8 million, a 62.5 percent increase
from $26.4 million in 2003 and a nearly 200 per-
cent increase from $14.3 million in 2002. The
city’s previous all-time 12-month high of $29.9
million occurred in 1983 (not adjusted for infla-
tion).

Total Hobbs construction — including remod-
eling and additions — was $20 million in 2001
after being a meager $6 million to $14 million
between 1993 and 2000.

According to Hobbs building inspector Manny
Marquez, it's possible 2004’s total construction
value will remain a record year in construction
for a long time. But 2005 is already looking to be
another strong year, he noted, so it’s also possi-
ble the record will be shattered.

In general the annual construction values
will probably tend to be much higher than dur-
ing the 1990s despite not reaching the breath-
less height of 2004, Marquez said. The con-
struction of the horse stalls and other build-
ings at Zia Park’s complex should contribute to
another strong year in 2005, for example.

“It’s going to fluctuate from year to year,”
Marquez said. “But obviously in the next five
to 10 years | think it’s going to tend to go up. |
don’t see the amount dropping to any less than
it’s been in the past few years (leading up to
2004). We should be above the average (of years
past) in the next five to 10 years.”

Although Zia Park led the commercial con-
struction charge, Hobbs noticed a string of
other projects during 2004 that continued alter-
ing the landscape of Lovington Highway and
Joe Harvey Boulevard. -

In July Lea Regional Medical Center started '
the construction of a new $5 million emer-
gency room that had completed its first phase
by February.

The new, expanded ER has more than double
the space of the previous 7,900-square-foot
building. Although the new 8,900-square-foot
ER building is now open to the public, the
remodeling of the previous area — the pro-
ject's second phase — won’t be complete until
this summer.

The other permits issued for new buildings
this year have included a wide variety of proj-
ects, including fellowship halls for two church-
es, a new medical clinic, Lucky Rental Tool, a
Lowe’s RV addition, a Halliburton lab, Mail
Services, Del Norte Car Wash, a new Social
Security office and storage buildings on
Comanche.

The heat generated in 2004 hasn’t simmered
down yet, say some of the area’s commercial
contractors.

“Lasco’s off to a good year,” said Johnny
Cope, owner of Lasco Construction. “We just
had our groundbreaking on First National
Bank and four to six projects that very possi-
bly will come under contract. We’ll concen-
trate on and further develop the area on Joe
Harvey between Grimes and Lovington
Highway.”

While state-funded projects are not included
in the total construction figure for Hobbs,
Lasco recently started construction on a $2.2
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Asian Fusion Cuisine

Monday - Thursday
Lunch 11 am - 2:30 pm
Dinner 5 pm - 9:30

Friday
Lunch 11 am - 2:30 pm
Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm

Saturday & Sunday
Open All Day

Restaurant: 392-0030
Coffee Shop: 392-0031
Carry Out Available

1309 Joe Harvey Blvd

Open
ALL DAY
Saturday
KSunday
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Starting
April 1st!

we Proudly Brew
STARBLICKS COFFEE
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Your Hometown Business
Services & Supplies!

523 W. Sanger
Hobbs
Phone: 391-9986
Fax: 391-0044
Email: sidekick@valornet.com

e Copy Service
e Custom Projects
e Laminating, Binding

& Faxing
e Stamps & Embossers
» Office Supplies

In Stitches]

Gifts & Custom Framing

For more than
20 years,

DAN NEWLAND
Owner

COUNSELING & TESTING

by Zia Consulting

Marianne Westbrook, PhD = Mike Westbrook, MA LPCC

Zia Consulting would like to thank Lea County
for their continued support and business.
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Boland, MS, LPC « S. Scott Adams, M Ed, LPC

Reed, M Ed, LPC - EI

M. Palmer, MS, LMHC

Randy Owensby, LADAC, SAP, LSC

INn Hobbs: 308 W. Broadway = 393-0692
INn Lovington: 201 E. Washington =« 396-3972
INn Eunice: 1109 Main St. = 393-0692
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500 WEST BROADWAY « HOBBS, NM 88240

Automotive and industrial
Air Condition Service and Repair

BUS: 505/393-5513
505/393-0388
FAX: 505/397-4970

In
Stitches

has been the
favorite place
to shop for:

Needlework
Candles
Home Decor
China &
Crystal
Pottery
Greenery
Flowers
Framed
Mirrors
Table Linens
Oneida
Potpourri
Clocks
Custom
Framing
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In the Corner
of Dal Paso Center

(505) 392-6524




