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At 7:30 a.m. during the week, you will see
Willie Henry in District Courtroom 2 get-
ting things set up for each day’s events.
From moving tables to adjusting micro-
phones, Henry makes sure court can start
on time.

“He is here before everyone,” said
Magistrate Judge Gary Clingman of his
bailiff. “He gets everything in order so we
can start at 8 a.m.”

It has been eight years since 47-year-old
Henry left the oilfield to work for the State
of New Mexico in the junior probation
office. In 1998, Henry left that office with
Janie Hernandez, Clingman’s clerk.

“I brought Willie along with me,”
Hernandez said. “He is an all-around nice
guy. He is the first to come forward if you
need any help.”

In Lea County, the job of bailiff is nothing
like television bailiffs such as Rusty from
Judge Wapner’s “People’s Court.” You will
not see Henry in a police officer’s uniform
and he does so much more than call court
into session.

The main part of what Henry does in
Judge Clingman’s court is deal with people
from attorneys to jurors, if someone needs
assistance, Henry is there for them.

“He is such a people person,” said
Hernandez. “He knows so many people from
being in the community. People will often
stop and talk to him.”

For jurors and potential jurors, Henry is
the go-to man and the go-between from the
judge to them. During a jury trial, Henry
makes sure the court is making the best use
of their time.

“My job is to take care of jurors,” Henry
said. “We are utilizing their time. I try to
keep them happy and entertained.”

And with the ear-to-ear grin that Henry

always wears, it is hard for those around
him not to be happy. But don’t let the smile
and the jokes fool you, Henry is  dedicated
to and serious about his job.

“Willie is very dedicated to the courts and
the concept of justice,” Clingman said.
“Willie is an ambassador of the court. He is
the first person people see when they come
for jury.”

Henry says he likes his job primarily
because of the people he meets. He also
likes it because it keeps him on his toes and
on his feet.

“Some days in court are really fast and
exciting. Others are slow and dull,” Henry
said. “You have to be paying attention.”

Along with dealing with jurors and mov-
ing courtroom furniture, Henry also helps
enforce rules established by Clingman.
When anyone enters Clingman’s courtroom,
they are asked to tuck in their shirts, turn
off their cell phones and take off sunglass-
es. Henry will not, however, get involved in
an altercation between people in the court-
room.

“People get upset at each other some-
times,” Henry said. “That is what the sher-
iff ’s deputies are there for. I do not carry a
gun, but I can hold my own if I have to.”

Even the ladies in the District Court
clerk’s office have been on the receiving end
of Henry’s helpfulness. When he is not busy
in Clingman’s courtroom, he is walking the
halls helping others.

“He does all our heavy lifting for us,” said
Lajuan Hayes. “He will do just about any-
thing you ask him to. He never comes in
without saying ‘what’s up’ to everybody.”

When the day comes to an end, Henry can
be found walking jurors to their cars and
preparing for the next day. And that is the
way he likes it.

“It is all about getting to know people and
being friendly,” Henry said.

Always smiling ...
Bailiff makes sure
court runs smoothly
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Willie Henry, bailiff for 5th Judicial District Judge Gary Clingman, pre-
pares the courtroom for an upcoming trial. 


